CHAPTER TWELVE
COMMONS VERSUS LORDS  [1910]
WITH the rejection of the Budget by the House
of Lords, die purely financial question became
merged in the greater constitutional issue of the
sole right of the Commons to deal with all matters pertaining
to taxation* And with the emergence of this dominating
constitutional issue, the part played by Lloyd George
became subordinate to that played by the Prime Minister*
His speeches during the election campaign of January, 1910,
were, it is unnecessary to say, an asset of incalculable worth
to his Party; while his fixed determination not to yield
profoundly affected the issue in a Cabinet which contained
at least a few individuals who were reluctant to challenge
the House of Lords openly and sharply on 50 clearly defined
a question as the rejection of the Budget. Nevertheless,
it was Asquith's superb generalship which planned the
whole campaign; and planned it was, without one single
slip or flaw* It may well be doubted whether Lloyd
George, with his more impulsive ways, his proneness to
be extreme in utterance, his liability to irritate and provoke
his antagonists, and his much more slender equipment of
constitutional law, could have led the Liberal hosts to
final victory with so sure a step* Asquith won a complete
triumph; and he did so without shedding a single CaHnet
colleague, without losing the support of a single Liberal,
without offending either of the two monardis who reigned
during the struggle, and without doing the slightest damage